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The internet and the World Wide Web
They are not (quite) the same thing!

Á The internet is a telecommunications networkthat uses telephone lines, cables, satellites and 
wireless connections to connect computers and other devices to the World Wide Web. All 
modern computers can connect to the internet, as can many mobile phones and some 
televisions, video game consoles and other devices.

Á The World Wide Web(usually just called the web) is an information-ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ άǎŜǊǾƛŎŜέ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ 
built on top of the Internet.

Á The Web utilizes browsers, such as Chrome, Edge, Firefox or Internet Explorer to access Web 
documents called Web pages that are linked to each other via hyperlinks. Web documents can 
contain text, graphics, sounds, and video.
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What sort of things can you do?
The internet can be used to:

Á access a huge 'library' of information from the millions of websites around the world that make up 
the World Wide Web

Á send and receive email messages

Á share photographs and video clips with your friends and family

Á buy goods and services (and often save money!)

Á carry out online banking

Á use Skype to make free phone calls to other computer users

Á play games with other people online

Á watch TV and catch up on TV and radio programmes that you've missed ςor watch them again

Á learn something new with an online course
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What is a web browser?
Á A web browser is a software program on your PC that allows 

you to access websites on the internet

Á There are several browsers available; they look slightly 
different but they all do more or less the same job

Á Which one you use is a matter of personal taste

Á LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ t/Σ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǘ 
least two installed

Á Web browsers are free to install and can be personalised to 
meet your particular needs
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The same web page in different browsers
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Google Chrome

Microsoft Edge

Microsoft Internet Explorer
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One browser (Internet Explorer) explored
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One browser (Edge) explored
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The same page in Chrome
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Can you spot the differences?
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First steps in web browsing
Á LΩƳ ǳǎƛƴƎ DƻƻƎƭŜ /ƘǊƻƳŜ ƘŜǊŜ

Á I launched (started) Chrome by:
double-clicking the desktop icon

or, single clicking the taskbar icon

or, single clicking the start menu icon

Á My default Home page is set to the 
BBC website Home page ςbut I can 
change that at any time

Á bƻǿ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ 
the ITV website and that I know that 
its address is itv.com
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First steps in web browsing
Á I need to decide whether I want to 

open the new website in the same tab 
I was using previously or in a new tab

Á {ƛƴŎŜ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ../ ǎƛǘŜΣ 
I choose a new tab by clicking on the 
blank tab

Á CLICKthen TYPE
Á I make sure my mouse cursor (flashing 

line) is in the address bar then I CLICK

Á Then I start to TYPEwww.itv.com(the 
www bit is actually not needed)

Á The browser might help me by 
suggesting some relevant pages

Á I complete the address, hit the Enter 
ƪŜȅ Χ
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First steps in web browsing
Á So now I have two browser tabs 

open for two different websites

Á I can flip between the two tabs, 
open further tabs and close tabs at 
ŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ ōȅ ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨȄΩ ƪŜȅ ŀǘ 
the right-hand side of the tab ςit 
will go red when I hover my mouse 
over it
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First steps in web browsing
Á Few of us can remember website 

addresses ςand fortunately we 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻΗ

Á Instead of typing the full website 
address, we can type something 
more understandable into the 
address bar or the search box

Á Here I typed channel 4Χ

Á Χ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻǿǎŜǊ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ 
suggested links

Á If I see the one I want, I can just click 
on it

Á Or, I hit the Enter key and get a 
fuller list

October 2016 NCDN - BEGINNERS THEME : SESSION 04 12 ê



First steps in web browsing
Á Now I get a fuller list of possible 

websites, with clearer descriptions

Á I choose the one I want, placing my 
mouse over the hyperlink:
Á the mouse cursor changes to a G

Á the text gets underlined

Á and I then click again to get to the 
website
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There are a few more clicks involved in 
ǘƘƛǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ƛƴ 
the long run
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Practice Session
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FIRSTSTEPSIN WEBBROWSING ÁSee if you can open up two (or more) 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ōǊƻǿǎŜǊ Χ

ÁAt the desktop, choose a browser, double-
click on its icon to open it or open it from the 
Taskbar with a single click

ÁEither, think of some short (to save typing) 
website addresses of well-known companies 
or organisations, here are some to try:
Ábbc.co.uk, itv.com, channel4.com

Ábmw.co.uk, ford.co.uk, lotuscars.com

Áthesun.co.uk, express.co.uk, dailymail.co.uk

ÁOr, enter a company name into the address 
bar or search box and navigate to the website 
as we saw earlier
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